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When people with disabilities lose
their health insurance, they cannot get
affordable treatment for their medical
conditions; and when healthy people
lose their health insurance and then
become disabled, they, too, will not be
able to find affordable treatment for
their injuries. Furthermore, when they
try to find a new health policy, their
disability will be considered a pre-
existing condition.

TrumpCare cuts more than $700 bil-
lion from Medicaid. According to an
analysis by the Center for American
Progress, more than 15 million children
and adults with disabilities rely on
Medicaid for their health coverage and
could lose it if TrumpCare became law.

The President’s budget would also
have a very devastating impact on all
people with disabilities. Trump’s budg-
et cuts $50 billion over the next 10
years from benefits earned by Amer-
ican veterans who are unable to work
because of a service-connected dis-
ability.

His budget cuts billions from Social
Security Disability Insurance, which
provides earned benefits to workers
who become disabled after years of
paying Social Security taxes on their
earnings.

His budget cuts billions from Supple-
mental Security Income, which pro-
tects vulnerable people with disabil-
ities, including 1.2 million children
who suffer from conditions such as

Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, au-
tism, intellectual disabilities, and
blindness.

His budget cuts funding for the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act
by $113 million, jeopardizing special
education services for students with
disabilities.

His budget cuts funding for housing
for persons with disabilities by 20 per-
cent.

His budget eliminates the Limb Loss
Resource Center and the Paralysis Re-
source Center, which cuts support for
people with traumatic brain injuries by
67 percent and cuts funding for the Na-
tional Center on Birth Defects and De-
velopmental Disabilities by 26 percent.
It even eliminates Special Olympics
Education.

In conclusion, people with disabil-
ities deserve better. That is why we
must raise our voices to support them,
oppose these budget cuts that target
them, and protect their healthcare.

Stopping TrumpCare is not about
politics. It is a matter of life and
death, and this is especially true for
people with disabilities.

————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF STEVE
ROCKFORD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in remembrance
of my friend, Steve Rockford, who
passed away last week following his 5-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

year battle with ALS, Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease.

I first met Steve when he came here
to Washington, D.C., to advocate on be-
half of more funding for ALS research,
and I was really struck by his coura-
geously uplifting demeanor in the
midst of a very dark prognosis.

Steve came to my office, was all
smiles, brought me this pack of cards
where his card was on the top. As you
can see right here, Steve leaves behind
his wife, Tammie, and his five children.

While this terrible disease attacked
Steve’s body, it really never touched
his resolve. He held a positive and in-
spirational mindset throughout not
only the diagnosis and his treatments,
but throughout his fight against ALS.
He never let Lou Gehrig’s disease bring
him down.

Steve actually sent me text messages
every day, and it is sad that I don’t get
them anymore, and we know why. His
text messages would have Biblical
verses, inspirational messages from a
man who was fighting a disease that he
knew he was not going to live through.

That tells you a lot about Steve
Rockford, a former wrestling coach at
Southeast High School in Springfield,
Illinois. He is somebody who taught
others how to lift themselves up. And
while he was fighting the fight of his
life, he taught me what it was like to
be lifted up by someone so special.

ALS is a devastating disease. It at-
tacks the body. It never stops relent-
ing. It is estimated that 20,000 people
have this disease at any given time,
and only 20 percent of those affected
with ALS live more than 5 years after
diagnosis.

We must follow Steve’s request to
fund research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health to ensure that diseases
like ALS are eradicated and that those
afflicted with the disease have access
to home health services and rehabilita-
tion equipment.

While facing a debilitating disease
and diagnosis, as you can tell, Steve
did not despair, falter, or surrender.
Steve Rockford is a hero to me. He is a
hero to many in his hometown of
Springfield, Illinois. I am a better man
for knowing Steve Rockford.

Please continue to keep his wife,
Tammie, and their five beautiful chil-
dren right here in this picture, please
keep them in your thoughts and pray-
ers.

Steve, we are going to miss you. I am
sure you are having fun up there.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 8 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER
Dr. George Dillard, Peachtree City
Christian Church, Peachtree City,

Georgia, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we humbly come be-
fore You as leaders in a nation that
seems to have lost its way. We seek
Your help this day and in the future,
Your guidance to help us return to a
place where liberty and justice is for
all. Remind us that liberty and justice
go hand in hand and that liberty can-
not exist if there is not justice for the
innocent.

Teach us to protect life, to be a ref-
uge for immigrants, the unborn, the
aged, the orphaned, the widows, the
homeless, the family, the oppressed,
those in danger, every race, and our
veterans.

Help us to see that unity is stronger
than division.

Remind us that consensus without
truth is confusion and that power with-
out control is destructive. Remind us
again that out of the many should
come the one. Give us compassion,
strength under control, humility and
grace.

Lead us, Father, through this valley
that we might stand on the mountain
proclaiming with one voice that we are
the united people of America.

In Jesus Christ’s name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. FASO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. FASO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
WELCOMING DR. GEORGE DILLARD

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Dr. George Dillard,
whose leadership and guidance have
made him a valuable member of the
community in Peachtree City and
Georgia’s Third District.
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